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other important benefit, a reduced need for wiring closets, rack space, and (increasingly expen-
sive) electrical power and HVAC. Standardized design can result in lower ongoing operational 
(OpEx) expenses, including lower maintenance and life-cycle cost, reduced training and support 
expense, and lower network management costs, with the added benefits of greater efficiency 
and possibly even less downtime that can result from both common operational issues and less 
inherent complexity. It’s also easier to add new services with the unified approach. 
 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations – Looking Ahead 
 
Networks have often been described by analogy as the circulatory systems of modern enter-
prises. As most firms live and die based on their ability to obtain, move, store, analyze, and act 
on information, access to the network is as mission critical an activity as exists in any business 
anywhere in the world today. Wired and wireless, the LAN is the core of any IT solution. 
 
While we again believe that wireless LANs will become the default access mechanism for 
many if not most enterprise users over the next five years, we would never imply that this evo-
lution necessarily means that wired networks will no longer be important. Indeed, as we have 
discussed herein, the opposite is true, and we continue to recommend the following: 
 

• Always run wire - and lots of it, during the construction of a new building, and when 
remodeling, retrofitting, or simply building out the interior of any enterprise structure. 
Drops should still be included in all offices, conference rooms, and cubicles. While 
some of these will be unused, others will be occupied by printers, WLAN access points, 
and, well, the essential long-term unpredictability of network use and evolution simply 
demands such an approach. And, again, the cost to install cabling during buildout and 
finishing is far lower than that required once the structure is complete and occupied. 

 
• Design wireless into the solution from the start – Wireless will become the real edge of 

most enterprise networks, and it is important to consider the capacity needs of wireless 
users when designing the wired components of any network. While it is easy to add 
more capacity to modern enterprise-class wireless LANs, it is best to assume that wire-
less service will see high demand once in operation as as WLAN technology continues 
to evolve. 

 
• Use the wired network to leverage wireless – As we have discussed in our White Papers 

on dense deployments, using the existing wired network as a core implementation 
strategy for the WLAN is a key to minimize costs and maximizing ROI. The days of 
running special wiring for APs have long passed. The additional traffic and overall ca-
pacity demands of wireless users need to be carefully considered when specifying the 
wired elements of any enterprise network. This is especially true when we add time-
bounded services – most notably voice in the form of VoFi – to the network. The con-
vergence of cellular and Wi-Fi via handsets incorporating both technologies and both 
enterprise- and carrier based convergence solutions is a powerful motivator here. 
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• Think unified - Unified networks are more than just APs, wire, and switches; they repre-

sent a core IT strategy that must be considered as a totality. While perhaps only 15-20% 
of enterprises have installed WLANs with facility-wide coverage to date, we believe 
that essentially all of them will over the next few years. The time to implement a unified 
solution, then, is now. As we noted above, we also believe that unified networks will 
offer superior total cost of ownership characteristics, as they minimize the number of 
elements required and introduce operational efficiencies that are otherwise unavailable. 
Note also that we’ll be seeing a lot more hardware unification as well, with WLAN con-
trollers already available as plug-in options in many switches and routers 

 
In general, we recommend the use of wireless LANs for access by most users (especially for 
mobile users, or wherever mobility is a factor), and for convenience, cost-effectiveness, guest 
access, mobile voice services and where dynamic location and tracking is required. Note that 
many wireless devices will not be associated with users, but will rather be location/tracking tags 
and other specialized units for an increasingly broad range of security, facilities, manufacturing, 
and other uses. We certainly have no problem in recommending the use of a fundamentally 
wireless solution in smaller venues, including branch offices, but obviously disagree that the 
office of the future will be completely wireless. We therefore continue to recommend wire as 
the primary vehicle for stationary users, interconnect, backhaul, servers, and for the highest pos-
sible performance. 
 
And to finally answer the question we posed earlier, and for all of the reasons noted above, we 
believe that the best tool for the job – essentially any enterprise networking job - is in fact a uni-
fied network. Unified networks are poised to become the key strategy for LAN deployments 
from this point forward. 



Ashland MA 01721 
508-881-6467 

www.farpointgroup.com 
info@farpointgroup.com 

Copyright 2007 — All rights reserved 
 

Permission to reproduce and distribute this document is granted provided this copyright notice is included 
and no modifications are made to the original. 

The information and analysis contained in this document are based upon publicly-available information sources 
and are believed to be correct as of the date of publication. Farpoint Group assumes no liability for any inaccura-
cies which may be present herein. Revisions to this document may be issued, without notice, from time to time. 


